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MISUSE OF DRUGS ACT (MDA) 

MISUSE OF DRUG REGULATIONS (MDR)

CORRUPTION, DRUG TRAFFICKING AND OTHER SERIOUS CRIMES 
(CONFISCATION OF BENEFITS) ACT  (CDSA)

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE CODE (CPC)

ORGANISED CRIME ACT (OCA)

EVIDENCE ACT

INTOXICATING SUBSTANCES ACT (INSA)



M I S U S E  O F  D R U G S  A C T

Tackles  the  spread  
of  drug act iv i t ies

The Misuse of Drugs Act 1973 (MDA) serves as the legal instrument that allows 
Singapore to maintain a strong stand against illicit drugs. 

Criminalises activities such as the 
trafficking, manufacturing, 

importing/exporting, possession and 
consumption of illicit drugs as well 

as behaviours that facilitate and 
promote drug abuse and drug-

related activities. 

R eh ab i l i t a t i o n  r eg i m e  
f o r  d r u g  ab u s e r s  

A u t h o r i s e s  C N B  t o  d e t ec t  
an d  d e t e r  d r u g  ac t i v i t i e s

Protects  our  ch i ldren 
and  youths  

Provides CNB and the Singapore 
Prison Service with the powers to 

carry out rehabilitation programmes 
for drug abusers.

Equips CNB officers with authority 
to make arrests, conduct 

investigations, and collect urine and 
hair samples to detect drug abuse.

Criminalises the exposure of 
children and youths to drugs and 

recruiting them for drug activities, 
and making it mandatory for 
parents/guardians to attend 

counselling with youth abusers. 



M I S U S E  O F  D R U G S  A C T

Sec  5 :  Traf f icking in  
contro l led  drugs

Common Offences under the MDA 1973

• Includes selling, giving, administering, 
transporting, sending, delivering, 
distributing, or even offering to do any 
of these acts.

• Penalty ranges from imprisonment 
AND caning, to the mandatory death 
penalty, depending on the class and 
quantity of drug trafficked. 

S ec  8 A :  C o n s u m p t i o n  o f  
d r u g s  o u t s i d e  S i n g ap o r e

Sec  8b:  Consumpt ion 
of  contro l led  drugs

Sec  8a:  Possess ion of  
contro l led  drugs

• It is an offence for a Singapore 
Citizen or Permanent Resident to 
consume a controlled or specified 
drug outside Singapore.

• Person may be dealt with as if the 
offence had been committed in 
Singapore.

• It is an offence to consume, 
smoke or administer a controlled 
or specified drug in Singapore.

• Punishment: imprisonment of up 
to 10 years, or a fine not 
exceeding S$20,000, or both.

• Punishment: imprisonment of up 
to 10 years, or a fine not 
exceeding S$20,000, or both.



M I S U S E  O F  D R U G S  A C T

Sec  9 :  Possess ion of  
pipes ,  utens i ls ,  etc

Common Offences under the MDA 1973

• It is an offence to be in possession of 
any pipe, syringe, utensil, apparatus or 
any article intended for the smoking, 
administration or consumption of a 
controlled drug.

• Punishment: imprisonment of up to 3 
years, or a fine not exceeding 
S$10,000, or both.

Sec 11A, 11B, 11C and 11D: Contaminative behaviours 
that facilitate or promote drug use

Sec  11 :  Respons ib i l i t ies  
o f  owners ,  etc .

• It is an offence to:

o Arrange or plan gatherings where controlled drugs are to be 
consumed/trafficked

o Expose a child (any person below 16 y/o) to drugs

o Introduce a person to a drug trafficker

o Teach or provide information on drug-related activities to others

o Disseminate or publish information on drug-related activities (e.g. 
sharing of information on group chat, making a post on FB, etc.)

• The owner, tenant, occupier or 
person-in-charge of any place or 
premises must not allow drug 
activities (i.e. consumption, 
trafficking, manufacturing, etc.) 
to be conducted in the place or 
premises.



D R U G  A B U S E R S  R E H A B I L I T A T I O N  P A T H W A Y S
• Singapore offers differentiated pathways of rehabilitation and treatment, to help abusers successfully reintegrate into society and 

help reduce recidivism. 
• Abusers caught purely for drug consumption offences (and are not facing other criminal charges) can be sent for treatment and 

rehabilitation instead of being charged in Court. 

• First-time drug abusers may be placed 
on the Drug Supervision Scheme or 
admitted to the Drug Rehabilitation 
Centre (DRC) for treatment and 
rehabilitation, 

• The pathways of recovery depend on 
the abusers’ assessed risk of 
reoffending. 



Moderate 
Risk

High Risk

Low Risk

YOUTH ENHANCED SUPERVISION (YES) SCHEME
• Counselling and case work by Social Service agencies
• Urine testing at separate venue (YPRC) to prevent contamination from 

hardcore addicts

COMMUNITY REHABILITATION CENTRE (CRC)
• Residential component after 1-week in DRC
• Allowed education / employment
• Compulsory counselling after work / school

DRUG REHABILITATION CENTRE
• Initial detoxification phase
• Compulsory rehab / counselling

SUPERVISION 
ORDER

• Urine testing 
at Young 
Person 
Reporting 
Centre 
(YPRC)

First Time Young 
Abusers

(Aged below 21 
years old)

Y O U T H  D R U G  A B U S E R S  R E H A B I L I T A T I O N  P A T H W A Y S

Youth drug abusers are supported through different 
programs based on their risk profile, age, and gender:

• Low-Risk Youth: Identified through psychological 
assessments, they are placed in the Youth 
Enhanced Supervision Scheme (YES). They avoid 
treatment and rehabilitation in the DRC and instead 
receive urine supervision, casework, and 
counselling from social service agencies.

• Moderate and High-Risk Youth: These individuals 
are sent to the Community Rehabilitation Centre 
(CRC) or the Drug Rehabilitation Centre (DRC), 
respectively. After discharge, they must undergo 
up to 5 years of compulsory drug supervision, 
including regular urine tests.



A NEED FOR TOUGH LAWS
Drug abuse is not a victimless offence, impacting individual health, straining relationships, burdening communities 
economically and legally, and compromising public safety.



A NEED FOR TOUGH LAWS

In Singapore, the death 
penalty is used only 
against the most serious 
crimes that cause grave 
harm to others and to 
society.

Death Penalty in Singapore



A NEED FOR TOUGH LAWS
Death Penalty in Singapore

MHA survey commissioned in 2023 found that majority of respondents agreed that the death penalty: 
• Should be used and had a deterrent effect against the most serious crimes (trafficking a significant 

amount of drugs, firearm offences and intentional murder) 
• Is more effective than life imprisonment in deterring these crimes 



A NEED FOR TOUGH LAWS
Death Penalty in Singapore

Drug Traffickers, and the drugs 
they traffic, cause immense harm 
to abusers, their families, and the 
society. Our robust law 
enforcement and tough stance 
against drugs have kept Singapore 
largely free from drugs and crimes.



A NEED FOR TOUGH LAWS
Death Penalty in Singapore



Supporting the death penalty in Singapore is crucial for deterring 
serious crimes,  ensuring public safety and justice , and upholding 
the rule of law. Statistics show that it  helps lower crime rates ,  
especially in drug trafficking and violent crime. Maintaining capital 
punishment reflects Singapore’s commitment to addressing severe 
offenses with appropriate gravity,  reinforcing justice and societal 
order. The strong public support underscores its role in preserving 
safety and delivering justice.



RESOURCES

CNB's website Drugs and Inhalants Misuse of Drugs Act 1973

for information

CNB's YouTube

to watch

PDE Video: Down the 
Rabbit Hole

PDE Video: Last Days

14



RESOURCES

15

for parents, educators, counsellors

Smart Parenting articles PDE toolkits PDE message cards

Information booklet on Cannabis Information booklet on New 
Psychoactive Substances (NPS)



We hope you find this set of resources useful. 
Let’s work together towards a drug-free society!

THANK YOU
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